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» Assessment of coral reefs is critical due to e Distinct seasonal change with respect to community structure but
their worldwide decline associated with: " no difference among control and experimental plots (Figure 1)
* Ongoing global temperature rise, . » More variability regarding community structure in May
fishing pressure, and coral diseases L B .
(Peckol et al., 2003). . experimental plots compared to the control plots

* Mean species abundance and richness decreased from January to
May, reflecting the seasonal fluctuations
* Coral dominance = an increase in e Two most abundant species overall: initial phase bluehead wrasse
macroa\ga dominance (BI’UHO et al. Fig 1. Results of a non-metric multidimensional scaling analysis . . . .
2009) showing variation in fish community structure among treatments. aﬂd Juven||e phase Stﬂped pa rrOtﬂSh

The Bray Curtis similarity index was used on untransformed data.

* Coral reef systems are experiencing a
phase shift

* Research question:

* Will there be a change in fish
species diversity, abundance, and
overall community structure
following an experimental
disturbance event on a patch reef
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e Control: undisturbed Discussion and Conclusion Acknowledgements
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* Trouble locating Plot 2 in May = frequent data collection would yield clearer relationship with
video not recordec respect to fish community structure and macroalgal References
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