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Results and Analysis

Location of the Caribbean Islands Researched

Background and Research Focus
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Education
— Students are falling through the cracks
Different World Now

Much juvenile delinguency literature is drawn from samples of North American,
Canadian and Western European countries. There are extremely limited data
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relating to juvenile delinquency In the Caribbean. Without a clear understanding Dkt .

of who Is entering the juvenile justice system In St. Kitts and St. Lucia and Nevis, _ Media influences individuals
diversion and prevention programs may miss their mark. Therefore, it IS StVincent J o A :
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How do juvenile justice stakeholders understand the drivers of delinquency?
Who are the youths in the juvenile justice system in St. Lucia, St. Kitts, and Nevis?
What risk factors are present in their offending trajectories?

Homicide Rates per 100,000

— Peer pressure to fit in
St. Kitts and Nevis:
« Parenting
— Poor relationships between and with parents
Adolescence
— Seeking an identity

More Methods

There were 32 interviews with police, probation
officers, magistrates, correctional staff, counselors,
and prosecutors. Then, using a grounded theory

p approach, the transcripts were analyzed using the N
constant comparison coding method. As such, each

transcript was read to identify where the stakeholder
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narrative was coded into themes utilizing a first and
second level coding approach. The subsequent

]
=

v,

— Failing at school; not meeting juvenile’s needs

10 — analysis strove to encompass the voices of the » Substance Abuse
: - juvenile justice stakeholders. All parts of the process — Using marijuana and selling drugs for survival
were synthesized through the use of memo writing. « Changing Times

St Kitts and Nevis — e—St Lucia

— Breakdown Iin the community and losing national identity
« Economic Structure
— Lacking opportunities

Key Takeaway

This graph depicts the homicide rates in St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, and the United States between 1990 and 2017

Acquiring knowledge of the north American and European literature of juvenile
delinquency, gangs, parents and peer influence, as well as Caribbean homicide
and crime rates, and the history of the Caribbean In terms of slavery,
colonization, independence and historical leaders proved to be the starting point

Embracing the complexity of the drivers of
delinquency allows researchers to determine
culturally sensitive programs to better suit the
needs In the respective countries. What may work
to target the influence of peer pressure for
American juveniles may not work in St. Kitts,
even If both programs are targeting peer

There 1s overlap between the two countries on the surface, however, with deeper
analysis, one can see that there are nuances between them.

It IS key to embrace the nuances between the countries in order to provide a
deeper, richer picture of delinquency within St. Lucia, St. Kitts, and Nevis that

of this research Influences. remains authentic to the voices of the stakeholders.
The study was a qualitative analysis of original data. The transcripts of the For Further Information Contact:
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professionals believed to be the three greatest drivers of juvenile delinquency.
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